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69 WHAT’S YOUR 2020 VISION 
FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS?
Whether it’s a new furnace, a hybrid heating system, a 
tankless water heater, a clothes dryer, a cooking range, 
a fireplace, a pool heater or a generator, you have a 
range of options for smart improvements that will 
enhance your lifestyle and add value to your home.

Spring is the most popular time to put 
these improvement ideas into action, 

and your propane contractor would 
love to help! They’ll be glad to show 
you how you can take advantage 
of propane’s versatility and 
efficiency to make improvements 
that will get the neighbors talking.

Propane continues to be one of the 
best options available for energizing 

your home. Modernizing with new 
propane appliances is easier than ever in 2020 — 
and quite affordable, thanks to rebates that could 
save you hundreds of dollars on your purchase.

Want to see how much you could save? Please visit 
PropaneNorthCarolina.com and click on “Rebates 
& Coupons.”

GAS FIREPITS VS. WOOD FIREPITS
While the smell and sounds of a campfire may bring back 
some cherished memories, the fact is, burning wood not 
only pollutes the air in a big way, it can also enable tiny 
particles to do enormous damage to your health.

People aware of this threat are opting for the much 
cleaner-burning option of a propane gas firepit. A propane 
firepit — complete with ceramic log sets — can easily 
re-create the same campfire experience you may 
remember as a child. Yes, propane firepits can do that! 

Gas firepits can be constructed from a 
variety of materials, including tempered 
glass and faux wood. And with multiple 
shape and size options, these stylish 
pits will accommodate a wide range 
of designs to fit your 
backyard space.

Go healthy this 
spring. Go propane!

SAFETY TIPS FOR YOUR 
PROPANE GRILL
If you have questions about your grill, feel free to check 
in with your local propane company — they’re glad to 
help. In the meantime, please review these safety tips:

 Clean your grill after each use to avoid flare-ups.

 Keep the grill outdoors and position it at least 
five feet from the house. 
It should be on a level 
surface that is clear of 
outdoor furniture, overhead 
branches or other potential 
fire hazards.

 Always store propane 
cylinders outdoors in an upright, vertical position.

 When transporting your cylinder, put it in a secure, 
well-ventilated place in your vehicle. Place it 
upright with the valve off and take it directly to the 
refilling location. Do not leave a propane cylinder in 
a vehicle for long periods during warm weather.

Enjoy your outdoor grilling season in North Carolina —
and, as always, stay safe!



GET OFF THE GRID — 
PROPANE CAN DO THAT!
A growing lifestyle choice these days is going 
off the grid — or getting your home as close as 
possible to net-zero energy. This means that 
your home produces as much energy as it 
consumes. 

One effective strategy is to combine solar 
power with efficient propane. You simply shift 
thermal loads from electricity to propane and 
focus on using high-efficiency systems. Some 

propane heating and 
water-heating systems 

are designed to use 
very little or even 

no electricity 
at all. 

Additionally, 
propane wall 
heaters may 
rely on air 

convection to 
circulate heated 

air or use small, 
highly efficient fans.

Many homeowners 
have also invested in a large battery system 
and a propane generator, which can take 
the house entirely off the grid. The propane 
generator will charge the batteries on the days 
when it’s not sunny enough for solar panels.

What’s ahead?
As this trend keeps growing, the power grid 
will continue to age, deteriorate and become 
more costly for consumers. Experts believe 
that eliminating this huge burden on the 
grid, particularly bypassing it altogether, will 
eventually prove to be as groundbreaking as 
wireless technology has been in the field of 
communications.

In fact, the International Energy Agency 
estimates that, by 2030, more than 70% 
of new electricity connections will be via 
off-grid or mini-grid solutions.*

*Source: Forbes.com, 4/11/19.

PORTABLE PROPANE: TAKE IT 
WHERE YOU WANT TO GO
Make your RV road trips and camping excursions more 
comfortable and fun with propane! It can heat or cool your 
RV at the campsite, heat water for bathing, and run your 
refrigerator, stove and oven.

And don’t forget to bring along a lightweight propane 
fire bowl — matched with a portable propane tank, of course. 
It’s easy to pack up along with the rest of your essential 
camping gear. Besides providing ambience and warmth, 
certain models can also be used to grill your food.

With propane tank exchange sites nearby, it’s easy to fuel 
your vacation fun with propane: a versatile, affordable and 
clean-burning energy source. Take it wherever you want to 
go this summer!

Contact your local propane provider to find out more about 
how propane can make your outdoor living even better!

Read the articles in this newsletter and then go to 
PropaneNorthCarolina.com/contest and 
answer the three questions correctly. If you 
do, we’ll enter you in a drawing to win a 
Rinnai propane tankless water heater.

You can also enter our contest 
by going to our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/PropaneNorthCarolina. 

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not improve your chance of 
winning. Employees of NCPGA, its affiliates, agencies or vendors may not 
enter. Contest is open to North Carolina property owners. One entry per 
household. Drawing will take place on or around 6/30/20. Winner agrees 
to have name published in next issue. The tankless water heater is a 
Rinnai RL75. If the installation of this model does not prove practical, we 
will provide an alternative unit of the same or comparable value. There is 
a $500 limit on installation cost.

A RINNAI TANKLESS 
WATER HEATER!Win


